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information only to the Prussians. But the day
was clear and the scene as flat as the parade-ground
at Potsdam ; the Austrians were particularly well
supplied with scouts and their general's avowed
plan was to shape his course according to the move-
ments of his opponents. None the less it was in
fact not till after ten o'clock that he received the
alarm, and by that time the Prussians were methodic-
ally ranking themselves for battle. Had the same
opportunity come to Frederick later in life, he would,
as he himself declares, have flung troops upon Moll-
witz and the neighbouring villages and put the
Austrians to flight before they could form. But in
this first fight every traditional precaution was
carefully observed, "the faithful apprentice-hand,"
says Carlyle, " still rigorous to the rules of the old
shop."

While Neipperg was bustling and hurrying to
collect his army from three villages and to draw it
up in front of Mollwitz, the Prussians were manoeu-
vring into place as though they were on parade.
Two long lines were formed across the plain. These
were three hundred paces apart, so that if the front
were pierced, which was hardly supposed possible,
the rear could fire their flintlocks without massacring
their comrades. Heavy guns to the front, cavalry
on the wings, were the orders, and, as the enemy
were superior in cavalry, Frederick copied an ex-
pedient of the great Gustavus by placing two regi-
ments of grenadiers between the squadrons of horse
on either wing. At length all was ready, and at
midday the Prussian cannonade began, galling the